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Irish and the Defender movements, were multiplying, and
especially murders of informers. Cooke sent to Pelham two
long lists of the most recent. Two or three men who had given
evidence, had saved their lives by flying from the country, but
their relations at home were sometimes pursued. The house
of the wife of one of them was nearly destroyed; his brother
was obliged to fly from the country; his brother-in-law was
fired at. A militia soldier, who was supposed to be an informer,
was made drunk in Belfast, flung over the bridge and drowned.
A sergeant of the Invalids was waylaid, and shot through the
body. A magistrate named Johnson was shot through the body
at Lisburn; two men were shot at ISTewtown Ards, and another
in the streets of Belfast. Many persons had been wounded be-
cause they had enlisted as yeomen, and one so badly that his life
was despaired of. A witness who had been sheltered in the house
of Lord Oarhampton himself, was imprudent enough to take a
short walk with his uncle on Sunday, about midday. They
were both murdered in the middle of a field. Two or three
other cases had occurred. c A Derry jury/ adds Cooke in ter-
minating the dismal catalogue, i acquitted a man clearly proved
guilty of administering oaths. The other Crown prosecutions in
Derry are put off.31

There were at the same time constant intimations that a French
invasion, to be followed by an Irish rebellion, was very near. At
the end of May, McNally informed the Government that he had
received clear hints that an invasion was meditating,2 and Cooke
wrote two months later : c All my information coincides in the
unceasing activity of the disaffected, and their projects for join-
ing the United Irishmen and Defenders, and of insurrection after
harvest, aided by rebellion.'3 Wickham, the English minister
in Switzerland, wrote two letters in July apprising his Govern-
ment that a formidable French expedition was preparing, and
warning them that Ireland was likely to be one of the objects of
attack.4 In September, however, James Tandy received letters^
written from America by Rowan and Reynolds, which stated
that cthe French resident at Philadelphia had informed his
confidential friends of the Irish party there, that France will

1  Cooke to Pelham, July 27, Aug.          s Ibid. July 27, 1796.
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